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Sermon on the 3rd Sunday of Lent (C) 

 in St. Sebastian Cathedral (22./23.3.2025) 

Exodus 3:1–15, Luke 13:1-9 

Now, or how Jesus stands by your side 

From the Gospel according to Luke: 

1At that time some people who were present there told him about 

the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of 

their sacrifices. 2He said to them in reply, "Do you think that 

because these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater 

sinners than all other Galileans? 3 By no means! But I tell you, if 

you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! 4Or those 

eighteen people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on 

them - do you think they were more guilty than everyone else 

who lived in Jerusalem? 5By no means! But I tell you, if you do 

not repent, you will all perish as they did!" 

6And he told them this parable: "There once was a person who 

had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when he came in 

search of fruit on it but found none, 7he said to the gardener, 'For 

three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but 

have found none. (So) cut it down. Why should it exhaust the 

soil?' 8He said to him in reply, 'Sir, leave it for this year also, and 

I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; 9it may bear 

fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.'" 

 

The Gospel today almost feels like the news, the daily news: 

Jerusalem. There were riots on the Temple Mount. A group of 

pilgrims from Galilee, who had come to Jerusalem for the 

sacrifice, got into a violent confrontation with the Roman military. 
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There were fatalities on the Galilean side. The exact number of 

victims is not yet known. The Roman governor Pontius Pilate 

defended the actions and the approach of the security forces. 

Jerusalem. At the city's waterworks, the Pool of Siloam, a 

building collapsed. A tower slid down. Although the rescue 

forces were on site shortly after, 18 people could only be 

recovered dead. The officials of the Jerusalem city 

administration expressed their shock and promised a quick 

investigation into the causes of the accident. 

Such news, dear brothers and sisters, we can also hear today 

when we turn on the news or read when we open the 

newspaper. People suddenly and unexpectedly find themselves 

in an emergency, in a dangerous situation, they are injured or 

even lose their lives. We, who hear or read about it, are 

shocked, affected, and perhaps also grateful that this did not 

happen to us. And such events may also make us thoughtful - 

and that is good. It is good if this news does not leave us cold or 

numb. 

The listeners of Jesus were also touched by these incidents at 

the Temple and at Siloam. At that time, such misfortunes were 

explained with reference to a bad lifestyle, they saw in the 

victims of the events the consequences of their wrong life 

decisions - as if to say, see what they got from it. Presumably, 

they even saw themselves on the safe side. They told Jesus 

about it. Jesus, however, used this as an opportunity to speak to 

his listeners' consciences. 

By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will 

all perish as they did! (Luke 13:5) 

Twice he admonishes them with the same words. It is so urgent 

for Jesus to call for a change in lifestyle. Repent, the Greek word 

- μετανοέω - can also be translated as "think differently". Change 
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your thinking, your attitudes, yes, also change your actions. And 

now it seems very urgent - he almost seems to say: Do it now - it 

is important. Because it can happen faster than you think that 

you are at the end of your life. As long as you live, you still have 

it in your hands - a misfortune can take the reins of action out of 

your hands. So do it now! 

What this change in thinking could mean, Jesus tells you in his 

parables: Love your neighbour, as the Samaritan has shown; be 

merciful, like the father who takes in his lost son; be confident, 

like the sower who sows. Do all this with trust in God. He is there 

in your life, as we just heard in the reading from the book of 

Exodus. I am there, says God. 

What your construction site is, what the place is where you need 

to change your thinking, your attitudes, your actions, I think you 

know very well yourself. Look at your life, your relationships, 

your lifestyle - and then, I think, you know what you need to do, 

what you can do, and what you want to do. Then do it. Don't wait 

for tomorrow. 

In monasticism, there was a saying: 

Have the unpredictable death daily before your eyes. (RB 

4, 47) 

Because you don't know if you will still be able to act tomorrow, 

you have to do it today. Best now, right now. Put your 

relationships in order - today you can go to your fellow human 

beings. Overcome the inner resistance, the doubts you may be 

telling yourself, and go to your sister or brother. Who exactly that 

is, I believe you already know. 

And be sure that Jesus, the Christ, is on your side. Because that 

is why this parable of the vineyard and the fig tree is told to you 

today. This parable tells of optimism. The optimism that it is not 
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too late for the disciples - that is, for you and me. Even if the 

infertility of the fig tree may stand for you and me. The 

winemaker, that is Christ, loosens the soil around us and 

fertilizes us so that we - you and I - could bear fruit tomorrow. 

That we finally come into action tomorrow. 

If this winemaker is on our side; if Christ is on your side and 

gives you his strength, what are you waiting for? You know what 

matters: Get started! Now! 
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